
2024 MARLIN FIELD SEASON UPDATE
The 2024 billfish season concludes with a sense of accomplishment, as we witness the
increasingly positive results built upon the strengths and lessons of past years. Our team's
persistence and dedication have yielded significant progress. We are deeply grateful to
everyone who contributed to this successful season and are pleased to share the outcomes
of our efforts. 

Season Overview

While smaller (~200lb) black marlin can be seen throughout the
winter in Bazaruto the big ladies start making their appearance
towards the end of September. The unseasonably warm winter water
temperatures in Bazuro last year and fluctuating visibity conditions
made for a tricky marlin fishing season. However, mid- to end of
October saw a stunning start to the fieldwork where three tags were
deployed in one week. Green water meant intermittent sightings of
larger fish, but the team manged to get out another three tags by the
end of November. All the credit goes to our tagging team Morgan
O’Kennedy & Graeme Forrer (Big Blue Vilanculo), Duarte Rato (Fish
Bazaruto), and Anthony Hsieh & Steve Lassley (Bad Company).

Tagging Achievements and Insights

Each tag was programmed to collect data depth, temperature, and
light level data, from which we can determine their horizontal
movements as well. Tags were set to release from the fish after four
months, and a couple at six months this year.

The tags deployed in 2024 have stayed on for the longest duration so
far! Average deployment times for our billfish project in Kenya was
40days. Five out of our six tags matched or exceeded this.

450lb: tagged by Duarte, 40-day track duration. Headed south,
ending up near Xaixai in Gaza province.   

700lb: tagged by Morgan 62-day track duration. This individual
embarked on a remarkable ~1500km journey, first moving north
near Quelimane, then all the way south to Inhaca Island, Maputo.

350lb: tagged by Graeme 59-day track duration. Went north near
to Pebane in Zambezia and then turned around and came back
south, roughly 90km offshore from Beira.

600lb: tagged by Morgan 81-day track duration. Initially, she
went 250km north past Beira, then ~1000km south along the
coast, also ending up near Inhaca Island, Maputo.

400lb: tagged by Steve 143-day track. An impressive duration,
with an even more impressive track. This beauty went all the way
to South Africa ~250km offshore from J-Bay.

These ladies mostly preferred to stay within ~20m of the surface in the
warmer water around 26℃. The maximum dive depth we recorded
was an impressive 230 metres!

Challenges Faced

The journey was not without its hurdles. An early tag release
and some less than ideal data transmissions reminded us of
the unpredictable nature of our work. The region we work in
and the highly dynamic nature of these beautiful animals keep
us on our toes, and urge us to push on and improve each year.
However, we strongly believe that the improvements in tag
placement and rigging have directly contributed to this year’s
impressive deployment durations. 

Looking Ahead

With six remaining satellite tags to deploy, we will shortly be
gearing up for our 2025 season. Spurred on by last year’s
results, we are optimistic for another successful year.    

Our gratitude goes out to the entire community of supporters,
including Charles Gardiner, Aaron Adkins, Christopher
Bettany, Warren Chapman, Charles Theron, Michael Wright
and our biggest 2024 supporter, Anthony Hsieh and the Bad
Company team, along with our institutional partners FLOPPED
and IFREMER. I would also like to single out Roy Bealey from
IPNLF for his continued support and expertise. Your
commitment and belief in our mission have been the driving
force behind our continued efforts.

The support we receive is the backbone of our research,  it is
this invaluable backing that allows us to push the boundaries
of scientific discovery, bringing us closer to unravelling the full
life history of marlin and ensuring their sustainable future for
generations to come.

Best,

Clare Prebble
Dr Clare Prebble
Project Leader
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First rendering of the black marlin tracks from our 2024 season. Above; A) 450lb tagged by Duarte; B) 700lb tagged by
Morgan; C) 350lb tagged by Graeme; D) 600lb tagged by Morgan; and below E) 400lb tagged by Steve.
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